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The focus of this project was on the recent (post-1950) history and changes in people’s working lives on the Isle of Sheppey, in particular bringing together older and younger members of the Isle of Sheppey’s community to overcome the social distance and misunderstanding that is typical of coastal communities where young and retired people may find themselves in conflict.  

The university partners trained local people to undertake reminiscence work and to work with young people imagining their futures. Training was provided in interviewing, video work and audio-editing. 
An exhibition and several events contributed significantly to local people’s sense of understanding of their community and provided a stimulus to longer-term involvement in community action. A DVD produced by the project was given a ‘Gold Star’ by the UK Data Archive as an exemplar of data reuse, community impact and dialogue between the past and the present.
